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Abstract

The research plan for developing and upgrading local research in the
northern region is part of the research support under the 20-year National Research
and Innovation Strategic Research Framework. This research project is an important
mechanism for driving Thailand's economy and society out of the middle-income
country trap, inequality trap and development imbalance. The objectives are to
create a process for upgrading natural resource and environmental management in
the northern context and to support the conduct of research activities under the
research plan in accordance with the National Economic and Social Development
Plan. The research project aims to reduce inequality in society concretely through

knowledge management and spatial research to reduce inequality in society.

The research was conducted using a community participatory research
process model to reduce social inequality in 6 provinces in the northern region,
comprising Chiang Rai, Chiang Mai, Mae Hong Son, Lamphun, Lampang and Tak. The
research project focuses on reducing inequality in terms of resources and the
environment economic dimension Education dimension Knowledge dimension and
spatial dimensions. The impact of the research project is then assessed by means

of assessing the impact of the social return on investment.

The results of the study found that the overall impact of the project will
have an SROI rating of 2.61, that is, investment in research under the research plan,
development and upgrading of research for the northern region with academic
knowledge received. Using society to reduce inequalities in society will have a 2.61-
fold impact on the economic and social benefits. Meanwhile, the socioeconomic
returns that will be generated by the three highest-rated sub-projects are: 1)The
project to develop community potential to reduce inequality in resource
management in the case of fruit processing promotion and cultural ecotourism at
Ban Pang Khon, Huai Chomphu Sub-district, Mueang Chiang Rai District, with an SROI
of 9.43. 2) Community forest management project to reduce inequality in resource
sharing, Nayang Subdistrict, Sop Prap District, Lampang Province, with an SROI of
4.17 and 3) the Community Strengthening Project with self-reliant agriculture to
reduce the problem of natural resource inequality at Ban Phrabat Si Roi
Community, Saluang Sub-district, Mae Rim District, Chiang Mai Province, with the
SROI of 3.42, respectively.
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