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Abstract

The study aimed to develop knowledge and skill of livestock farmers and volunteers to establish
self-reliable communities on primary livestock health care according to the concept of sufficient
economy theory. Seven livestock communities i.e., 5 beef cattle, 1 meat goat and 1 pig farmer
communities in Nan province were included. The community’s general information, goals and
problems were analyzed by using participatory process after empathizing procedure. All
communities aim to improve knowledge and skill of basic livestock health care. Moreover, there
were 2 groups aiming to establish livestock drug fund and 1 group needing to improve the farm
biosecurity level. Therefore, the background knowledge including animal history records, basic
physical examination, drug, and drug use were evaluated by observation, questionnaire and test
of drug using practice. The results showed that the history records including history of production
and health care were compromised. The farmers could differentiate normal and abnormal
animals. However, the performance of describing abnormal organs and sign and basic drug
properties were not sufficiently correct. Lack of experience in drug preparation and medical
equipment. The tool including digital media, history cards, drug and medical instrument were used
in the learning and examination process. The 32 farmers that passed the examination were willing
to be volunteers in the community and 30 official livestock volunteers were selected to perform
the post learning activities according to the community goals. The beef cattle groups, the
volunteers supported the annual vaccination and other basic treatments i.e., deworming under
veterinarian supervision. In the goat farmer community, the deworming plan, progress of treatment
was performed and evaluated by the farmers. The pig farmer group designed farm structure to
improve the biosecurity following the good farming management protocol. Overall, the farmers
and volunteers’ knowledge and skills were improved | after the learning process. The number of
477 animals in 126 farms received services from the selected volunteers. The practical model of
distance communication between volunteers and veterinarians for suggestion and practice was
initiated. Two drug funds were established and utilized within the community. In conclusion, to
encourage volunteer farmers or livestock volunteers to perform the efficient livestock health care
practice practically, the basic knowledge of animal history making, basic physical examination,
drug and drug using need to be installed and evaluated before.

Keywords Animal health, Farmer, Livestock volunteers, Self-reliance, Sufficient economics
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